
Brooklyn Academy of Music
Brooklyn, New York 	
JaffeHolden supplied acoustic design services for BAM’s two performance 
spaces: the 1,600-seat Opera House and the 1,100-seat Harvey Lichtenstein 
Theater (formerly the Majestic Theater). Elements introduced during the Opera 
House’s painstaking renovation and upgrade include an orchestra shell that, 
when unneeded, can be stored in a remarkably compact space and an electronic 
sound-enhancement system that enhances resonance and permits the space’s 
transformation into a world-class concert hall without damage to the interior’s 
historic fabric. At the Harvey (shown here)—a former movie palace partly 
restored to achieve a “modern ruin” look—the pit, HVAC components, and 
audio systems were carefully worked in to complement the unusual ambiance.

Wang Center for the Performing Arts
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 	
JaffeHolden’s total redesign of the orchestra pit of this landmark theater 
produced a pit with greater versatility than in any other house in America. 
In the years before the renovation, patrons had frequently complained that 
orchestral sound was muffled. To correct this and to accommodate the 
differing requirements of ballet and opera orchestras, JaffeHolden consultants 
added a new mechanized orchestra-pit lift, made some seating sections 
removable, and installed an adjustable wood wall system at the pit’s rear to 
provide resonance.

Fox Theater 
Spokane, Washington 	
Built during the dark days of the Depression by Fox Westcoast Theaters at a 
price of $1,000,000, the Fox Theater was the largest theater in Spokane, at 
2,300 seats. From 1968-1974, the Spokane Symphony performed in the Fox as 
their principal venue, and in 1976 the balcony was divided creating 2 smaller 
theaters. In 2000, a successful campaign started to renovate this art deco  
treasure as a regional performing arts center and home to the Spokane 
Symphony.  The hall features a new custom designed orchestra shell to the 
Symphony, all new sound reinforcement systems and a quiet air-conditioning 
system. To enlarge the lobby and to reduce the acoustically compromised seats 
deep under the balcony, the rear wall of the Fox was moved forward significantly.  
To improve the visual and acoustic sight-lines and comfort for today’s patrons, 
the Fox has been reconfigured with new seats that have significantly more leg room.

Hippodrome Performing Arts Center
Baltimore, Maryland 	
The France-Merrick Performing Arts Center at The Hippodrome in Baltimore 
is a Thomas Lamb historical landmark theater, the theater has been recently 
restored and renovated after being dark and abandoned for almost 15 years.  
The theater now seats 2,280 down from 3,000.  It is downtown Baltimore’s 
only facility for touring major Broadway productions.  Acoustic work involved a 
new state of the art audio system  for added flexibility to accommodate many 
types of productions.  Acoustical finishes to absorb the sound for reinforced 
programs such as Broadway and Rock and Roll have been added plus the 
entire heating, ventilation and refrigeration system has been replaced with a 
modern code approved system.   
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